OpenOffice.org — a Sweet New Suite

By Jeff Ash
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documents in a choice of OpenDocument format
or proprietary formats such as Microsoft Word,
Excel, or PowerPoint. Since OOo builds in Java support,
it easily interfaces with the BBj® JDBC Driver.

This new office suite provides unlimited possibilities for
BBx® generation users who run many applications on a
variety of platforms, even within the same company. For
example, a company using the BBj JDBC Driver can use
the powerful formulas and Calculations available in Calc
to analyze the raw data contained in their BASIS
database. They could use Writer to produce form letters
automatically customized for each customer on a mailing
list. Base gives end users the ability to view the raw data
in their database, write their own simple data presentation
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applications that interact with a BASIS database, or to
generate professional-looking complex reports.

To illustrate this point, Figure 1 shows a spreadsheet
generated with Calc using a pivot table connected to the
BASIS Chile Company demo database. Creating this
spreadsheet took mere seconds using the Pivot Table wizard
in OOo. This example includes a list of customers with their
current balance due and the total due of all customers.

Writer can easily create, for example, a form letter that
contains linked data from a BASIS database. As shown in
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Wesley Oszborn
3222 Gregory Street NE
Seattle, WA 08155

Attnc Accounts Payable

On behalf of BASIS International Ltd. , [ thank you for your ongoing business.

Our records show you made your last purchase on 03/30/2005and send your last payment on
04/20/200% leaving a balance of $45. 20. Ifyou have not already sent payment, please do sopromptly.
1f you have sent payment, thank you for making this a prionty.

Smcerely,
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Figure 3. A single letter with the merged data from the Chile Company database

- Jeff Ash
Software Engineer
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Figure 4. Sample form created in less than one minute with Base wizards

Figure 2, simply type the document and insert fields
where necessary. The resulting letter with merged data
from the database appears in Figure 3.

Similarly, Base provides access to the CATEGORY and
ITEM tables and groups the information by category.
Use wizards within Base to create fully functional
forms; create a form like the sample in Figure 4 in less
than one minute of work.

These are only a few examples of the tremendous power
available to users using the BBj JDBC Driver. The
actual possibilities are endless.

Summary
A powerful suite of office applications is vital to almost
every business. OOo provides a cost-effective platform
independent way of meeting this vast need. BASIS
continues its dedication to providing BBx customers a
broad range of solutions to meet their spectrum of data
access needs. The BBj JDBC Driver works very well with
the OOo product and, therefore, opens up a world of
possibilities to BASIS developers and end users. ~sasis

£ ) Try OpenOffice.org with BBj, the newest
\l) generation of BBx, by downloading a copy

today at www.openoffice.org.
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